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Role of the Judiciary in Democracy
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The judiciary acts as the ultimate guardian of a democracy, serving as the backbone that keeps the
system fair, free, and functional.

In any democratic society, power is divided among the legislature (which makes laws), the executive
(which enforces laws), and the judiciary (which interprets laws). While politicians answer to voters,
judges answer to the constitution. This independence is exactly what makes the courts so vital to our
daily lives.

Here is a look at the essential roles the judiciary plays in keeping democracy alive.

O Guardian of Fundamental Rights

The judiciary is the shield that protects ordinary citizens from the misuse of power. If a government
passes a law or takes an action that violates your freedom of speech, privacy, or equality, the courts
have the power to step in. Through mechanisms like constitutional writs, citizens can appeal directly
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to the courts to restore their violated rights, ensuring that the majority cannot easily trample over
the minority.

8% The Ultimate Check on Power

E ULTIMATE CHECK ON PO

—— When Power Overreaches, Justice Intervenes.
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Power has a natural tendency to expand, and without a watchdog, governments can lean toward
authoritarianism. The judiciary holds the power of judicial review. This means courts can examine
the laws passed by parliament and the actions taken by the prime minister or president. If these
actions cross constitutional boundaries, the judiciary can declare them null and void. It forces the
rulers to follow the exact same rules as the ruled.

W Arbiter of Disputes
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A democracy cannot thrive in chaos. Whether it is a property dispute between two neighbours, a
commercial battle between giant corporations, or a massive disagreement between state
governments and the central government, the judiciary provides a peaceful, structured arena to
resolve conflicts. By offering an impartial legal process, it prevents political disagreements from
turning into civil unrest.

Q Keeping Elections Fair
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Independent Election
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2. INCLUSIVE
PARTICIPATION

Every eligible citizen has
the right and opportunity
to vote without
discrimination.
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citizens act as watchdogs
to detect and deter
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EVERY VOTE COUNTS.
EVERY VOTE MATTERS.

*

FAIR ELECTIONS ARE NOT JUST A PROCESS,
THEY ARE THE PROMISE OF DEMOCRACY.

7A FAIR ELECTION TODAY,
=" A BETTER INDIA TOMORROW. &4

4. SECURE &
TRANSPARENT PROCESS
Robust procedures

for voting, counting and
result declaration ensure
transparency and trust. |

8. VOTER AWARENESS
An informed voter is

the strongest guard
against manipulation |
and misinformation.

Democracy hinges on clean, competitive, and regular elections. The judiciary plays a critical role in
supervising this process. From resolving disputes over election results and vetting candidate
qualifications to ensuring election commissions operate without political interference, the courts
make sure that the will of the people is accurately recorded and respected.

2% The Drive for Social Justice
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Sometimes, lawmakers are too slow to address changing social realities. In many democracies, the
judiciary has stepped up to fill these gaps through public interest litigation. Courts have historically
intervened to enforce environmental protections, improve prison conditions, secure workplace
safety for women, and recognize LGBTQ+ rights long before politicians were willing to vote on them.

A democracy can have a perfect constitution and flawless voting systems, but without an
independent, courageous, and efficient judiciary, it is a house built on sand. The courts ensure that
law, not raw political power, remains supreme.



